
 

China Law Brief: 
Evidence Science 

 
                                                                        Issue 1     

Institute of Evidence Law and Forensic Science 
China University of Political Science and Law 

Beijing, China 
December 2012 

 

     SPONSORS 
 

The International Association 
of Evidence Science 

 
Address:  
25 West Tucheng Road 
Haidian District, Beijing, 
100088 China 
 
Website: 
http://icelfs.theiaes.com/en 
 

Copyright © the Institute of 
Evidence Law and Forensic 
Science, China University of 

Political Science and Law 
 

 



 
2 

Introduction to the 
International Association 

of Evidence Science 

 
The International Association of Evidence 

Science (“IAES”) is incorporated as a not-for-

profit organization in Chicago, United States. Its 

executive committee is located at China 

University of Political Science and Law, Beijing, 

China.  

The goal of IAES is to promote the international 

development of the study of evidence science 

by encouraging collaboration between 

evidence scholars and lawyers and forensic 

scientists and the exchange of information 

concerning data, publications, and documents; 

to promote interdisciplinary and international 

communications; and to plan, organize and 

administer meetings, facilitate research and the 

preparation of reports, and other projects for the 

stimulation and advancement of these and 

related purposes. 

For more information, please visit: 

www.theiaes.com. 

Review of the first three 
Sessions of ICELFS 

 Since the first conference took place in 2007, the 

International Conference on Evidence Law and 

Forensic Science (“ICELFS“) has grown up to an 

important platform for evidence law scholars and 

forensic scientists all over the world to carry out 

interdisciplinary endeavors and cooperation.  

The 1st ICELFS took place between September 15 and 

16, 2007 in Beijing, China. Over one hundred experts 

from the P.R.C. Department of Justice, the Ministry of 

Public Security, the Ministry of Education together with 

international scholars, including law professors from 

Northwestern University (USA), the University of 

Nottingham (UK), the University of Edinburgh (UK), and 

the University of Adelaide (AUS) attended. The main 

topic for this conference was “theoretical foundations 

and implications of evidence law and evidence rules”. 

The 2nd ICELFS took place between July 25 and 26, 2009 

in Beijing, China. Experts from P.R.C. Supreme People’s 

Court, the Supreme People’s Procuratorate and other 

practicing departments, together with experts and 

scholars from overseas and domestic leading 

universities, including Northwestern University (USA), 

Oxford University (UK), City University London (UK), the 

Australia National University (AUS), the University of New 

South Wales (AUS), Dutch Supreme Court (NED), Korea 

University, attended. 

The 3rd ICELFS took place between July 16 and 17, 2011 

in Beijing, China. One hundred and forty one evidence 

law scholars and forensic scientists, who come from 

twelve countries across five continents, discussed the 

main topic of “evidence science and justice judicial – 

present and future”.  

Greeting from Professor 
Baosheng “Bensen” 
ZHANG 
Vice President of IAES, 
Vice President of CUPL, 
Dean of the Institute of 
Evidence Law and Forensic 
Science, CUPL 

 “Evidence Science” is a relative new concept.  

There are at least two fundamental reasons to 

raise it up. First, traditional ways of fact-finding can 

no longer fully match up with the needs of latest 

judicial practice. Second, nowadays, fast 

development of technologies brings new 

tools/ways to untangle the maze of fact-findings.  

The reality has proved that even if a sound system 

of evidence rules exists, cases of inequitable fact-

findings still happen occasionally. We believe this 

means a justified judicial system not only needs a 

sound evidence rule system, but also needs 

support from latest technologies.  

Mirjan R. Damaska once suggested that the future 

of evidence law is on how to determine facts in a 

scientific way.  Professor Jiahong He from China 

also determined that the era of “scientific 

evidence” is coming. One indication of this trend 

is that main force of proving has been shifting 

from “witnesses” to “physical evidence” or 

“scientific evidence”. We believe, from the 

perspective of statistics, the better evidence rules 

and cutting-edge technologies work together, the 

less wrong fact-findings will be made.   
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“Vivamus 
et metus.” 

The 4th International Conference on 
Evidence Law and Forensic Science will 

be held in Beijing, China during  
July 20-21,2013. 

1

Since the First International Conference on 

Evidence Law and Forensic Science (“ICELFS”) was 

held in Beijing in 2007, it has grown substantially 

from a brand new conference with a strong vision 

on evidence law and forensic science to the 

premier international forum for research in these 

two areas in China and around the world.  

We now announce that the forth ICELFS will be 

held on July 20 and 21, 2013 in Beijing. Our goal is 

to promote international exchanges and 

collaborations in knowledge of evidence law and 

forensic science, and to encourage integration of 

researches in these two fields. We would like to see 

unified principles of evidence rules in the world. 

2

Preliminary Agenda 

Morning of July 20, 2013 

Open ceremony and conference report 

Afternoon of July 20, 2013 

Topic 1: Evidence Law and Judicial Civilization; 

Topic 3: Forensic Science and Justice. 

Morning of July 21, 2013 

Topic 1 continues: Evidence Law and Judicial 

Civilization; 

Topic 3 continues: Forensic Science and Justice. 

Panel: Studies on the latest draft of China’s 
Evidence Rules in Litigation 
 

Afternoon of July 21, 2013 

Topic 2: Evidence Law and Social Harmonization; 

Topic 4: Forensic Science and Factfinding. 

For more information, please visit: 

http://icelfs.theiaes.com/en/. 

Main Topic: The Contribution of 
Evidence Science to the Rule of Law 
and the Progression of Civilization. 
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Organized by the State Council of China and the 

Ministry of Education, sponsored by the Center of 

Cooperative Innovation for Judicial Civilization 

(“CCIJC”) and by the Journal of Evidence Science, the 

2012 National PH.D. Student Forum on Evidence 

Science was held at CUPL, Beijing during November 30 

and December 2, 2012.    

A total of 85 papers were submitted by PH.D. law 

students from 20 different law schools all over China. 

After scrutinized anonymous review, 50 papers from 

Peking University, Tsing University, Renming University, 

CUPL, Sichuan University and Xiamen University were 

qualified, among which few awards were granted.  

Organized by the Center of Cooperative 

Innovation for Judicial Civilization (“CCIJC”) 

among China University of Political Science 

and Law (“CUPL”), Jilin University and Wuhan 

University, sponsored by the Institute of 

Evidence Law and Forensic Science, CUPL, 

“Evidence Law Forefront” Seminar (Advanced-

level) was successfully held in Mohe City, 

Heilongjiang province during July 29 and 

August 3, 2012. Around sixty evidence law 

experts from U.S. Northwestern University Law 

School, CUPL, Peking University, Zhejiang 

University, Orrick LLP, and judges from 

Intermediate People’s Courts of Shenzhen 

(Guangdong Province), Jinhua (Zhejiang 

Province), Changzhou (Jiangsu Province), 

Baoding and Qinhuangdao (Hebei Province), 

and Beijing Docheng District People’s Court 

among others, attended. 

On this Seminar, six key experts on evidence 

law delivered speeches on latest evidence law 

development, forefront academic and major 

judicial practice issues, among whom Professor 

Ronald J. Allen, John Henry Wigmore Professor 

of Law and “Yangtze River” Scholar of CUPL, 

from Northwestern University presented 

“Burden of Proof”, Professor Baosheng Zhang 

from CUPL talked about “Rebuild of Evidence 

Rule System in China”, Professor Zongzhi Long 

from Sichuan University discussed “Forefront 

Issues in Criminal Evidence Law in China”, 

Professor Ruihua Chen from Peking University 

presented “the Chinese Mode of Criminal 

Evidence Law” and Professor Jinxi Wang from 

CUPL introduced “the Latest Development in 

U.S. Federal Rules of Evidence”. 

National PH.D. Student Forum on 
Evidence Science held in Beijing  
December 4, 2012 

“Evidence Law Forefront” Seminar (Advanced-level), 
organized by CCIJC, held in Mohe City  
August 9, 2012 
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1

David R. Fowler, Maryland’s chief medical examiner, together with forensic 

medicine experts Ling Li and Xiang Zhang, visited the Institute of Evidence 

Law and Forensic Science, CUPL, in the evening of November 16, 2012. 

Three experts jointly delivered a presentation on topic of “the role of 

forensic medical examiners in U.S. forensic system” to the Chinese 

audiences.  

2

Dr. Fowler’s presentation focused on “the role of forensic pathologists in 

homicide cases”. By using real cases in practice, he detailed explained 

operation flow of autopsy, and demonstrated that properly using CT 

technology may effectively facilitate forensic evidence collection 

becoming more intuitive and more easily acceptable by the court. Dr. 

Fowler also introduced “examiner group discussion system”, which takes a 

big role in autopsy quality control, to the Chinese audiences.  

Dr. Zhang discussed “the importance of forensic toxicology in medical 

malpractice investigations”, while Dr. Li focused on “forensic experts’ 

testimony in civil cases”.  

Experts from the Office of Chief Medical Examiner - State 
of Maryland visited the Institute of Evidence Law and 
Forensic Science, CUPL  
November 16, 2012 
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In 2011, the restyled U.S. Federal Rules of 

Evidence came into force. This book, 

written by Jinxi Wang, is a word-to-word 

interpretation and explanation of the new 

restyled evidence rules. It not only 

includes discussions over basic principles 

underneath the rules, but also analysis on 

the legislative technology level; not only 

has illustrations on the jurisprudence level, 

but also real cases on key technical 

issues. For comparison purposes, this book 

includes three different versions of the 

rules, English, Chinese versions of the new 

restyled rules, and the old English version. 

This book is an ideal entry-level material 

for U.S. evidence law studies. 

The Chinese legal community has shown 

a growing interest in various legal and 

legislative ideas from around the world. 

Within this context, the present book, 

edited by Lei Chen & C.H. (Remco) van 

Rhee, aims at providing the necessary 

historical and comparative legal 

perspectives. It concentrates on 

substantive private law and civil 

procedure, both in China and in other 

jurisdictions.  

The following topics are addressed: 

property law, contract law, tort law and 

civil procedure. The book also contains 

contributions on codification experiences 

in Europe and on the concept of 

codification in general.  

This book, translated by Baosheng Zhang, 

Ting Zhu, Yuebo Zhang, among other 

Chinese scholars, is the first book in the 

world discussing about analysis of 

evidence in a thorough, profound way. 

All three authors are mainstream 

evidence law scholars, among whom 

William Twining received Wigmore 

Lifetime Achievement Award in 2007.  

The goal is to introduce a tool for getting 

useful skills for analyzing, reasoning and 

resolving real problems. Thus, it could 

either be used as a casebook for 

independent analysis of evidence, or be 

used as a supplement in evidence law 

studies.  

Towards a Chinese Civil Code 
Comparative and Historical Perspectives 

Analysis of Evidence  
Second Edition, translated work 

Interpretation and Explanation 
of U.S. Federal Rules of Evidence  
(2011 Restyling Version) 
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Leading Chinese Scholars 
on Evidence Law and 

Forensic Science 
 
 

(Note: each Issue will introduce four legal scholars.) 

1

Professor Baosheng 

“Bensen” Zhang, a 

pioneer of evidence 

law studies in China, is 

the Vice President of 

CUPL, professor of law. 

He founded the 

Institute of Evidence 

Law and Forensic 

Science at CUPL in 2006, and currently serves as 

Dean. He received Bachelor, Master degrees and 

PH.D of Law from Renmin University of China. 

Bensen also studied at Harvard Law School as a 

visiting scholar. His email address is 

bensenzh@cupl.edu.cn.  

ProfessorJinxi Wang is 

Deputy Dean of the 

Institute of Evidence 

Law and Forensic 

Science at CUPL, 

professor of law. He 

received Bachelor, 

Master and Doctor 

Degrees of Law from CUPL. Professor Wang was a 

Fulbright Research and Studies Scholar at 

Northwestern University Law School. His academic 

researches are mainly focused on evidence law, 

rules of legal professional behavior and criminal 

procedure law.  His email address is 

jinxiw@cupl.edu.cn. 

2

Professor Lin Chang is 

Associate Dean of the 

Institute of Evidence 

Law and Forensic 

Science at CUPL. He 

also serves as the 

President of Beijing 

Association of Forensic 

Service, Deputy 

Secretary General of the Chinese Forensic 

Medicine Association. His work mainly focuses on 

forensic clinical medicine examination, forensic 

medicine pathological examination, and 

evidence law. His email address is 

linch@cupl.edu.cn. 

Professor Zhong Zhang 

is supervisor of 

postgraduate of the 

Institute of Evidence 

Law and Forensic 

Science at CUPL. He 

also serves as an 

executive committee 

member of the International Association of 

Evidence Science. As a visiting scholar, Professor 

Zhang studied at Northwestern University Law 

School from October 2008 to October 2009. His 

main research areas are evidence law and 

criminal procedural law. His email address is 

zhongzh@cupl.edu.cn. 

Baosheng Zhang  
 

Jinxi Wang  
 

Lin Chang  
 

Zhong Zhang  
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